LR

THE EVENING STAR. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17. 1914.

PROUTY TAKATION
FGURES UNSOUND
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taxation, and then to evict the people
of the city in order that they may find
clsewhere some means of self-support?

Washington and New Orleans.

The citivs nearest to Washington in
population are New oOrleans and Min-
neapolis, the former a little larger, the
Iatter oo little smaller: both richer in
taxable resources aml means of local
self-support and money-making, both
suffering les= than Washington from
transient non-taXpaying percentage of
population. The tax levies and per-
capita tax levies of the three cities ave
viose tozether, indicating that W :;.-h-.
inzton i= taxed today substantially as
the taxpayers of those American cltivs
most closely approximating it in size
sl resources; and the moral is that
Washington is already bearing with
less resources and greater drawh:u'ktj
and disabilities the same tax burdens
thiet mare endured by these typical
\merican cities, and, a8 a consequence,
that in fairnes=s its tax burden should
1ot be increased artiticially a single
dollar, in addition to the natural in-
vrease from itz steady growth.

er
Fopulatiro. tax
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Total tax

Washine: g,f_.‘-
Minueapots 1530

All three cities
population and consequently the coun-
1y tax isx flgured by the census in the

are over 300,000 In

1ax levie=. Minneapolis thus gets the
henefit of this special addition to her
1ax lewy, while Washingten suffers

with other cities or states amouuting o
two and one-hall millions thrown in for
good measure. !

Imaginary Bankrupting Riches.

Is not the proposition reduced to an |
absurdity? Vrouty, Johnson and Crisp
for taxation and confiscation purposes
impute such vast hnaginary values to
Washington realty amnd personalty a-
to threaten to deprive this property o!
all real value and to bankrupt these
unhappy ¢roesuses, destroving them
with the weapon of their own alleged
but non-existent wealth, The Imputa-
tion of riches which thex have not is
used to rob them in excessive tuaxes of

the little which they realiy have.
Does any one suppose that Washine
ton, if it could by any possibility beo s

the tux burden of Baltimore and Mis-
neapeolis  vombined, amwd  ecould meet
from ils own resources the full ex-
penses of cupital maintenanee and up-
Fbuilding, would endure for u moment
the zovernment of an anti-Distric
House Idistrict committee exercising
unsympathetically, unfuirly, despotic-

"ally and even cruelly the power of ex- |
clusive legislation over it intrusted
to Congress by the Constitution?

If these imaginary taxable reseurces |
really existed Washington wounld de- |
mand and secure the American priv- |
Hlege of taxing linelf for municipal |
purposes, and the American right ot
representation on the same hasis ax |
other Americans in the Cougress and |
the clectoeral college.

The imaginary wealth of Washingto:
consists of: First, realty assessed on
the single-tax buasis up to a point
where through excessive and unendur- |
able taxation private ownership mas
be destroved, and by wvirtuous robbe
of the individual on the single-tax |
principle the state may come into pos- |
session of its own. The imputation of |
viast wealth is not designed to enrich,
in fact, the Washingtonian, but to de-
=troy him uas a property owner, to de-
prive his land of all value and to take
it away from him. Being in fact a
self-supporting individual of =mali
means, he ts called, so far as private

-1

troan the non-inciusion in the census cal-
culation of the tux on the gross Inr‘t'r_'ned
of public servie corporations In Ien
of persopal laxes This Tevepue in
Washinglon's ase Is expecially  heavy,
the tax derived from this source being
wreater than that derived from the per-
sonal tax on individuals. Yet it does not

fizure at all m the total and per caplta
1ax levy, )

The revenue f(rom this source is ]fpr
Washington, ‘or Minneapo is,
$1%5,929, and T w Orleans, 3900452

in neither New Orleans, Minneapelis

nor any other American city is so small
u fraction of the city's area assessed
and taxed: in no olher city is so large
a percentage of the city's area and of the
¢ t3's realty bmprovements, zreat bulld-
Ings and industrial plants, exempt from
taxation.

In view of all the conditlons affecting
Washington's comparative tax burden
tand they lave been exhaustively dis-
‘ussedd in  editorial correspondence o©
Star of Murch 14, 1914). the present
per cipita and total tax levies of Wash-
mgton represent the full reasonable tax
biurden imposed upon themselves by
American cities approximating Washing-
ten in popukition and other municipal
vonditions.

Delusion of Vast Wealth.

Messrs. Prouty, Johnson, Crisp and H.
J. Browne atfirm that Washington's rea-
sonable tax burden, instead of being five,
gix or s=even millions, like that of Minne-
apolis, New Orleans, Milwaukee, Newark,
ete., is fifteen millions, much greater than
St. Louis ($12,354,918), Cleveland ($10,-
015%,507), Buffalo ($2,429,731) or Balti-
more ($3,543,005). The small taxed
fraction of Frouty's Washington, fabu-
lously wealthy, though compuruti\'e]yl
destitute of visible taxable resources, can,
he says, bear a tax burden as great as
thoze of wealthy, rich and populous Bal-
timore and Minneapoils commined; or
Buffalo and New Orleans combined; or
St. Louis and St. Paul combined.

Mr. Frouty’'s speech of last session con-
tuins a table which gives the figures of
cxpenditure of the =tates of the Union,
“the entire expenses of the state, indlud-
ing the pay of all state officers, its legis-
Jature and the maintenance of its uni-
versities, eicemosynary institutions, pen-
ftentiaries and state departments.’”
These figures may be vombined with the
vensus ligures concerning clity's tax bur-
dens 1o put in «n even mere striking light
1lie excessive and bankrupting tax bur-
den proposed by NMNr. Prouty for Wash-
ington,

Washington's tax burden at $15,000,000
would be conly a little less than that of
St. Louis ($12.354,918) and of Missourt
155,561.94%) combined; about the same as
Baltimore ($8,542,005), Maryvland (32,757.-
W) and Georgia ($5.799,622) combined,
or Baltimore, Marviond and Louisvilie
155,444.226) combined, or Baltimore,
Maryland and two cities of De= Moines
137.071,478) combined. Washington's tax
burden would be equal to that of Louis-
ville (83,444 } and all Kentucky ($4,-
966,570, Iles Molnes ($1,535,799) and all
Irwa ($3.12 W), and Atlanta, Ga. ($1,-
935,344), combined. Js It reasonable for
Juohnson, FProuty and Crisp to impose up-
on the resourceless small owners of the
tiny taxed fraction of Washington a bur-
den as great in dollars as the combined
Lurdens of Louisville and of Kentucky
and ¢, Des Moines and of lows and «of
Atianta? \

Mr. Prouty proposes to crush the 50,000
taxpavers of Washington, only about 500
of whim, inciuding corporations, pay
vver $1,000 in annusl taxes, and 40,000 of
wihom are sinull home owners, with a tax

11 i

and all
eonsiderably
»692,241), St

(% 5

sul (52774 boand xil Minnesota (335,-
b 0041 combined, considerably more than
Milwaukee i 34 559,113), Wisconsin (35,206, -

“biy, Charleston, £ €. ($547.862), and
= Carolina  ($1,451,787) combined:
= thun New Orlean= (35,182,421, all
sduna 1 $4.115,242)  and all Indiana

i 15514 eombined, aml ¢ than all
New Jerses 30.0856,538), Je ity ($5.-
nuhd)  and ($5,466,960),

Indianapolis

s | Ing.

land ownership is concerned, a Dives
in order to transform him into a Luz-
arusg. The second item of Washington's |
imaginary wealth i& one or two o
three hundred millions of intangibl
personalty which multi-millionaire tax
dodgers are alleged to have brough:
here from varlous stutes of the Union.
Asgsuming that any such money hus
bkeen brought here, it is not an avail-
able tax resource of the capital. Wash- |
Ipgton is far from being the only |
jurisdictlon where intangible person-
alty is not assessed for taxation, mml
whatever millions, if any, have bee:
brought here to escape taxation woult |
promptly go elsewhere if taxed.

The exaggeration of riches in both
aspects tends to bankrupt and pauper-
ize. It imputes too great riches in

order to destroy the small resources
actually enjoyed. The Washingtonian
is bloated wverbally into the aspect o,
vast wealth in order that he may b
financially destroyed. He is like th:
pasha in Marryat’s novel who is de-
scribed as a man whose head is ele-
vated somewhat above those of his fel-
lows in order that he may be the more
conveniently decapitated.

If Congresn were convinced of the nc-
curacy of Mr. Prouiy's figures and be-
lleved Washington to possess the al-
leged enormous taxable resources it
ouxght not 1o impose the tazation pro-
posed. It should withdraw the nation
from financial participation In capital
uphbuilding and leave this community,
blessed with such tazable rescurces,
to tax itself. If Washington can raisc
easily an annual iax levy of $13,000,000
the wnation wshould take mno part in
fi ing the municipality; and as n
logical and necessary sequence it
should take no part in determining in
what amount and by what methods and
for what purp the ity shall
be taxed. '

RAIL STRIKES AVERTED
BY BOARD OF MEDIATION

Submits Report of Work Accom-
plished During First Year
of Its Existence.

That there have been twenty-eight
cagses of differences between railroad
employers and thelr employes, involv-
ing 124,503 of the latter, breught to the
attention of the United States board of
mediation and conclliation during the |
first year of its existence is informa- |
tion contained in the first annual report |
of that body, submitted to President
Wilson yesterday by William L. Cham-
bers, the commissioner. The board was
established by act of Congress, ap-
proved July 15, 1913.

Some of these cases were submitted

by one =ide; some by the other, and
some jointly, and in all except two
strike wvotes had actoally been taken
before the services of the board were
requested. There have been. however.
but two instunces where this vote he- |
came effective, and this for a short time |
only. In other words, no railroad strike
lof uny serious conseguence has occurred
'in this country during the first year of
|the operation of the board.
i In one of the cuses where the strike
| vote did become effective the reguest
for mediatlion services was not received
until lite In the evening, and tle |
strike was et for 6 o'clock next morn- |
It lasted, however, but twelve |
|hours. In the other case the applica- |
tion for imediation was received from |
one of the parties, but it was declined
by the other. An amicable ad]ustment|
was reached, nevertheless, with no de-
structlon to property and with but
slight detriment to public interest,

Of the twenty-eight rases, twentv-one
were adjusted wholly through Hediation |
and two by arbitration and mediation
combined. In but tive casesy was it neces-
=ary to submit all matters in contro-
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Adolph
Big Xmas Sale |

We claim and we can prove absolutely that our
prices are from 25% to '; lower than you can
buy like quality at any store in Washington. Here
specials to give an idea of the values.

* are a few

Kahn’s

LARGEST STOCK OF
MESH BAGS IN

sz
WASHINGTON,

85 mnd $10 Sterling | 5.00
Silver Vamity Casesand €13 -- . $
| Coin Holders; | £5.00 Solld Gold
all silv lim= i Lawvalll y
& B
- | thywts
£4L.00 Signet Rings, nnd sn
{ Lo
:-‘:Il’: s * phires. . $3'50
BRI @3 T Terereaee |
- - — 2000 Sigm 212 Finest Sold-
The Mesh Bug illustrated Rings = i $5.00 ered Mesh Bags,
i in German silver; itill """" of finest
romething new and superior $15.00 Gold ln' lHak 50
t ;nlr]:i,\'th]i!\‘.: _\'a]'m hrilave: ze;n | Lorgneites $10 mesh. ... $7
il thix line elsewhere; the solid 14-karat |
links are soldered and Zuar- | Gﬁ‘ (?:ﬂ 5.00 | _’-7.00 and $8.00
._l;t.-wl to wear like sterling | possons ... .. $ | ‘l‘!lllfil: (‘jl li'l: "t:
silver. | Tush. Comb an
A beautiful and dgrable Fimest Nickel-plated  Mirreoer Setas:
bag that will zive yeurs of Ch Disbes | hanmdsomely
=ETVICE. and CTORETRY -

Stands, plated

Shaving $5.00 Solld Gold
H a nd-engraved

Hrace-

$8.00 |

$5.00

315

315

and

gram Fobs

and 318 Solid Gold Sawed Out
Monogram Cuff Buttons. Spe-
cial Xmas price.....

$1%2  Seolid Gold
rSawed Out Monogram Fobs..

$10.00
$10.00

|
I
versy to boards of arbitration. l
|
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Overcoats—the finest ready-for-service clothes in the worl

Washington.

volume of clothing displayed as at the Society Clothes Shop.

fact, the greatest clothing sale of the National Capital.

nual Midwinter

Every Society Brand
0’Coat Model in the Sale

Tokio Monico Newport
Putney Broadway
ral King George
Standard Kings
Balkaid Peer
Don Bal

Every Society Brand Suit Model Is in the Sale

Budd Rupert Milbank
Abbey Budhurst Town
Yorkshire Chicago

Gabby

Gabby, Jr. York, Jr.

Dragoon

opportunities

than regular price.

Clotheg have

out the world through

as the foremost clot

voung. Hence the
thrill of satisfaction i

able to give its patro

the regular scale.

the lowest prices at which these clothes have ever been sold in

The selection of styles and materials is unquestionably the
largest in this city—nowhere else will you find half the variety or

sale, therefore, assumes the proportions of a veritable event — in

We want to empha-
size this point—this an-

ance Sale and the annual
Summer Clearance Sale
are the only two sales of

the whole year in Society
Brand Clothes—the only two
to- buy
world-renowned clothes at less

Society Brand

made famous through-
periodicals and national press
voung men and men who stav

Clothes Shop feels a particular

clothes at prices so far below

e ———

The Society Clothes Shop

Announces Its First ‘

AND OTHER GOOD CLOTHES
An Absolute and Complete Clearance of
All Winter Suits and Overcoats
atSubstantial Price Reductions

This most important of sales embraces positively every gar-
ment in the Society Clothes Shop — the complete unbroken
lines of Society Brand—Aristocrat-ic and other well known brands
of Suits and Overcoats and the celebrated Aquascutum London

d—at

This

Clear-

these

been

leading

hes for

Society

n being
ns such bl
Tt

Il:uiu.

No Charge

for

$15.00
Suits and Overcoats .

$17.50 Aristocrat-ic
Suits and Overcoats .

$20.00 Aristocrat-ic
Suits and Overcoats .

$22.50 Aristocrat-ic
Suits and Overcoats

$25.00 Soricty Brand
Suits and Overcoats .

I S1O5E | easts Sl
DS | Eoebevan
SIS0 | Erseen R
- SUEBE | SeE e e
. 31850 | $0.00 Sty Brand

Sale Starts Friday Morning

. - -

All $25 Silk Lined

suis 01445

A Lot of 200 Overcoats

$9.50

Convertible and shawl collar styles—plain
cloths and fancy mixtures; sizes 32 to 38
only ; broken lots; not all sizes of every kind.

Were $12.50 to $17.50, at

Young Men’'s English
Cut $40 Silk Lined Full-

Dress Coats 529. 50

& Trousers.

Charge for
Alterations

i |
Soriety Brand Cloties
In the Third Floor Shoe Store

We are showing a number of new “spat” top shoes for
men and young men, with tops of buckskin. They're mighty
distinctive—the kind of footwear that goes well with good
clothes. Hand-work where it tells.

Seven Dollars

N

The Society Clothes ébun at

§\\\\\;\\\\\\\\ \

Plenty of extra salesmen—you’ll find the service excellent.

Think ofthe Wearing Time Ahead of You

It’s not January yet—and there are still three and a half months of winter in which to have the good of these
superb clothes. It’s only December——the heart of the clothing season. and you get the price savings that usually
come only at the end of the season. '

Imported and Domesiic Jilk Carts

\'QN:\\&\\. \\\\

A=

shapes. At the price we fi
best of the season. Put a
list.

...75¢ and $1.00 Four-in-hands of rare elegance, in every
imaginable design and color combination. -Large open-end

Fifty-five Cents

rmly believe the values to be the
couple down on your Christmas

Alterations
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